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They could have chosen to stay home and played video games. 

They could have chosen to waste time watching hours upon hours of television. 

They could have chosen to tune out the world with an iPod plugged into their ears. 

They could have chosen to hang out on a street corner and wait for trouble to pull up to the curb. 

Instead, Jacob and Ben Smith of Doylestown chose another way. A better way. A civic-minded way. They chose a path on which they learned that by serving their community they served themselves. 

Tonight at 7 at the United Methodist Church in Doylestown, the Smiths will take their much-deserved bows. They will stand together in front of beaming parents and family and officially rise to the rank of Eagle Scout, the highest award bestowed by the Boy Scouts of America. 

“This is an honor Jacob and Ben worked hard to achieve,” said Bob Cull, their scoutmaster with Troop 6 in Doylestown. “By becoming an Eagle Scout, they join their older brother, Philip, and a long list of former Scouts who have gone on to achieve great things.” 

Jacob, an 18-year-old freshman at Bloomsburg University, and Ben, a 16-year-old junior at Central Bucks East, join an impressive fraternity of Eagle Scouts that includes former President Gerald Ford, astronauts Neil Armstrong and Jim Lovell, director Steven Spielberg, hotel magnate J.W. Marriott Jr., former U.S. Sen. Bill Bradley and television inventor Philo Farnsworth. 

“My wife, Rebecca, and I will be very proud of them that night, just as we were for their brother,” said Peter Smith, their father. “We know the pretty tough road they managed to follow to become Eagle Scouts. And because of that, we’ve seen a lot of growth in them.” 

There are no shortcuts to becoming an Eagle Scout. No back door entrances through which to slip. You either make the commitment to do the work or you watch someone else’s name etched beside the first man on the moon. It is hard work. Perhaps that’s why odds of becoming an Eagle Scout are long; only 4 percent of Scouts attain the rank. 

Requirements include earning at least 21 merit badges and demonstrating scouting spirit, service, outdoor skill and leadership. This includes an extensive service project that the individual Scout plans, organizes, leads and manages. Of 120 merit badges available, 21 must be earned to qualify for Eagle Scout. Of this group, 12 badges are required, including family life, first aid, environmental science, camping, personal management and citizenship in the community, nation and world. 

The Eagle Scout project Jacob chose was to create a new trail at Peace Valley Nature Center at Lake Galena in New Britain, an undertaking that took nearly 100 hours to complete. 

“The existing trail had erosion problems and was unsafe to hike on,” he said. “I got helpers, cleared out the old trail and staked it out with flags. It took a lot of time, but it was worth it.” 

Ben chose to build a stone retaining wall in front of the Rolling Hills United Methodist Church on Route 611 in Plumstead for his project. 

“What that project did was help make me more of a leader,” he said. “When you’re in charge of the project, you have to become a leader. It also taught me how to work better with others. When it was done, I got a sense of accomplishment. That’s all because of Scouting.” 

Philip Smith has been where his younger brothers are headed &emdash; on top of the stage and on top of the world. The 20-year-old Texas A&M junior will be on hand tonight dressed in his Corps of Cadets uniform, remembering how difficult it is to become an Eagle Scout. 

“There were times I didn’t want to stick with Scouting anymore,” he admitted. “There were times it became too much of a hassle; I had school sports I was playing at the same time. 

“But my parents made me stick with it. They kept after me and my brothers, and as I’ve gotten older I’m glad they did. Scouting has helped us all in so many ways.” 

Jacob is contemplating a career in law enforcement. 

Ben wants to become a doctor. Philip has an eye on the Air Force. 

And when those opportunities pull up to the curb, Scouting has insured each will be there to get in.

