BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
TROOP 6, BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL

DOYLESTOWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

July 31st 2011
FROM:

Jim Rushworth

TO:

Troop 6 Parents

RE:

Background Checks

Dear Troop 6,
At the June Court of Honor I announced that Doylestown United Methodist Church (DUMC) as our Charter
Organization (Sponsor) will now be requiring that all uniformed adult leaders, merit badge counselors,
committee members, and ADULTS (AKA Parents) that come into contact with a scout undergo a
background check. Contact means going on a troop campout, day event, driving a car for a Scout
sponsored event, and/or any other non‐troop meeting that would put you in contact with a Scout.
DUMC adopted this new policy because the Southeastern Pennsylvania United Methodist Conference, the
church’s governing body, is now requiring all member churches to have a background check system in
place for all adults who interact with the youth of the church or any youth associated with a sponsored
organization.
The good news is that all BSA registered leaders, uniformed leaders, committee members, and merit
badge counselors undergo a background check through the BSA registration process and the United
Methodist Conference considers that check to be robust and sufficient enough for their purposes. So, and
in terms of our registered leaders (as defined above), we are OK and in good standing.
The challenge will be getting background checks completed on any parent that wants to volunteer to help
the troop. However, if we act now we should be able to get these checks done in time to for you to help us
out this fall and throughout the year. In terms of these checks, there are 2 approaches that can be taken,
1) register as a committee member (we’d love the participation and the help), or 2) use the system put in
place by DUMC and the Southeastern PA United Methodist Conference.
BSA Committee Registration:
To register as a Troop 6 committee member all you need to do is see one of the uniformed leaders or one
of the committee members and they will give you an application to fill out (seriously only takes 5
minutes) Bob, Judi Buttala (Charter Organization Representative), and I will sign off on the application,
and send it to council. There is a $10.00 fee the needs to be sent in with the application (this is an annual
fee). Within a week to 10 days you will be registered and will only need to take a little on‐line training to
be ready (see the second to last italicized paragraph below for details).
YOUR BACKGROUND CHECK OPTIONS:

DUMC Process:
STEP 1: PA CRIMINAL CHECK
 Go to: http://epatch.state.pa.us
 Under “credit card users” click on “submit a new record check”
 Click on “accept”
 Fill in the personal information of the person who is doing the background check. If you are doing
the check on yourself, enter your information. Then click “next”
 Verify the information, then click “proceed”
 On the next page enter the personal information of the person who is being checked. Then click
“enter this request”
 If this is the last request, click “finished”
 At this time you will be prompted to enter your credit card information (each background check
costs $10.00)
 You then follow the prompts for opening and printing the completed background check
Once you receive your PA Criminal Check you may complete the second step. The second step will
typically take between 4 and 6 weeks.
STEP 2: PENNSYLVANIA CHILD ABUSE HISTORY CLEARANCE
 See attached form
 Complete section 1 only
 Print clearly in ink
 Attach a money order for $10.00 payable to: Department of Public Welfare (no personal checks or
cash accepted)
 Send to: Childline and Abuse Registry
P.O. Box 8170
Harrisburg, PA 17105‐8170
 Do not send an incomplete form or a form without the fee enclosed or it will be returned
unprocessed
 For questions you can call 717‐783‐6211
As you can see from the above, the BSA Registration process is much simpler and quicker compared to
the State of PA process.
This new policy will go into effect on October 1, 2011 so please consider how it is that you’d like to
proceed. Please let Bob, Judi, or me know if you have any questions and/or need any assistance because
after this date we will have to turn down any offer of assistance if you have not gotten the back ground
check and training taken care of.
TRAINING  as stated above and regardless of the process chosen all adults that choose to volunteer will also
need to take one or two BSA training courses. If you choose the “DUMC” process you will only need to take
the BSA course on Youth Protection. If you choose to become a committee member there is one additional
course you will need to take and it is called “Troop Committee Challenge”. Both courses are online course,
they each take about an hour to complete, and can be found at www.scouting.org under the “My Scouting”
tab. All you have to do is set up an account (user name and password) and take the training. It’s that
simple.
We have a great troop but it is only through the active involvement of our parents that it will stay that
way. So please consider helping out in any way you can. There were a number of times this year where
we came close to not having enough qualified leadership and we would hate to cancel an event for this

reason. We can never have to many volunteers and staying involved is a great way to assist your son and
to see him and his friend grow and mature into young adults.
Yours in Scouting,
Jim Rushworth
Troop 6 Committee Chair

